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The fubjoined letter from tha Duke, is ſo 
very flattering and friendly, that Dr. C. 
hopes his Grace will excuſe him, if he 
prefixes it to the Sermon. At the ſame 
time, the anſwer to it will explain to the 

public the nature of the publication. 
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HIS GRACE'S LETTER. 


DEAR SIR, | 

June 9, 1795. 

ALlLow me to return you many 
thanks, both in the Dutcheſs's name 
and my own, for a moſt excellent 
Sermon, which I underſtand you were 
ſo kind as to preach on the occaſion 
of Colonel Archer's corps receiving 
the colours, which the Dutcheſs had 
the honor of preſenting to them. As 
neither the Dutcheſs, nor I, had the 
ſatisfaction of hearing it, will you per- 
mit us, Sir, to beg leave to read it in 
print? And will you oblige me ſo 
far as to order a ſufficient number of 


copies to be ſtruck off at my expence, 


that every officer, non-commiſſioned 
officer, and private belonging to the 


two 


AY 
two companies may be preſented with 
one, in order to have conſtantly be- 
fore their eyes, thoſe very excellent 
ſentiments which it was your wiſh to 
inſtil into them on that occaſion. I 


have the pleaſure to be with great 
regard, 


Dc ear Sir, 
Vour ever faithful friend, 


EEG 


ANSWER. 


ANSWER. 


MY LORD DUKE, 
June 13, 1795. 


I cannoT expreſs the pleaſure 

I have derived from the letter your 
Grace has juſt now honored me with. 
With reſpect to my Sermon, I am 
afraid that Colonel Archer (for I con- 
ceive the deſcription of it came from 
him) has been rather too partial in its 
favor: but whatever its merit may be 
in other reſpects, it has not that of 
originality. The ſentiment and a 
great part of the language is taken 
from a Sermon entitled The Chriſ- 
tian Hero, or the Duties of a Religi- 
ous Life, recommended to the Army, 
preached in the year 1737, by T. 
. Broughton, 
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Broughton, A. M. Curate of the 
Tower of London, and publiſhed at 
the requeſt of the officers, who com- 
manded the garriſon at that time. 


The original is exceedingly long 
indeed; I have therefore abridged it 
very conſiderably, modernized the 
language of it a little, anc by ſeveral 
other alterations and giving it a differ- 
ent exordium and concluſion, adapted 
it to the purpoſe for which it was in- > 
tended at the time I delivered it. 


In this abridged ſtate I think it 
may be of more uſe, than in the very 
prolix one in which the author pub- 
liſhed it; and if, after this ingenuous 
repreſentation of the matter, your 
Grace wiſhes it to be printed, I ſhall 
certainly comply with your inclina- 

tions; 


(i vw } 
tions; calling it“ A re- publication, 
with alterations, and ſome additions, 
ſuited to the occaſion, and times; 
and I hope I ſhall have your permiſ- 


ſion to inſcribe it to you and the 
Dutchels, 


| I muſt aſk the Dutcheſs 8 cabin; 

| for making you, at the cloſe of the 

_ diſcourſe, the giver of the colours; 

| for knowing her to be poſſeſſed of all 

” the ſofter graces of her ſex, I could by 
no means make a warrior of her. 


— 
— — 


I have the honor, my Lord Duke, 
with the greateſt Reſpect, to be 
Her, and Your 
__ Obliged 
Moſt obedient faithful ſervant, 
W. C—— 


ARS x. ti 3 


There was a certain man in Cæſarea called 
Cornelius, a Centurion of the band called the 
Italian Band : a devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his houſe, which gave 


much alms to the people, and prayed to God 
alway. 


ON the occaſion for which we are now 
aſſembled together, I am at a loſs in what 


manner to addreſs you. 


An harangue to animate the military part 
of you, to a ſpirited defence of your country 
(ſo unjuſtly attacked), ſhould neceſſity ever 


B call 
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call you forth to that duty, though it might 

with much propriety be made to you, in the 

field of exerciſe, or on a parade, yet would 
it be but ill- ſuited to the ſerious purpoſes of 
pulpit inſtruction: and yet, perhaps, a mere 

moral or religious eſſay, without ſomething 

connected with the buſineſs of this day's 

meeting, would by no means ſatisfy my au- 

dience. To extricate me from this dilemma, 

the ſcripture has furniſhed me with the re- 

ſpectable character of Cornelius in the text, 
where the good man and the ſoldier are 
beautifully blended together. 


The ſacred writer here gives us the de- 
ſcription of a gallant and religious captain, 
who thought his military profeſſion, not in- 
conſiſtent with the duties of religion, but, 
| was valiant for the laws of the moſt high 


God, no leſs than for the rights of his country ; 


and as zealous (I might ſay infinitely more 
9) for the honor of the King of Kings, as for 
| that 
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that of the government under which he fery- 
ed. From his pious and excellent conduct 
in his ſtation, I beg leave to make this re- 
mark : That a military life, however 
branded with ignominy by ſome of a different 
profeſſion, is an allowable and honorable 
ſtate, and no enemy to a godly life, and ſober 
converſation. The lawfulneſs of this em- 
ployment is not, I think, eaſy to be diſprov- 
ed, after it has eſcaped the cenſure of that 
unpartial reprover of vice John the Baptiſt ; 
for, when the ſoldiers, amongſt others of 
different occupations (who were all pricked 
to the heart by his awakening ſermons) de- 

manded of him, What they muſt do? 
What courſe they ſhould take to flee from 
the wrath to come?” His anſwer was: Do 
violence to no man; neither accuſe any 
falſely ; and be content with your wages.” 
This anſwer of the Baptiſt is a fufficient 
argument for the /awfulneſs of the military 
profeſſion, for had it been criminal or un- 
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('4*) 

warrantable, John (who regarded not the 
perſons of men) would not have ſpared them; 
but inſtead of exhorting them to do no vio- 
lence, to accuſe no one falſely, and to be 
content with their wages, would have com- 
manded them to quit their colours, to lay 
down their arms, and diſband themſelves, 

Nor would our bleſſed Saviour have coun- 
tenanced, much leſs commended the humble 
Centurion, mentioned by St. Luke in his 
Goſpel, if his way of life had been repugnant 
to true religion and virtue. The lawfulneſs 
therefore of the profeſſion is obvious; and 
perhaps there ſcarce ever was a time, when 
a vigorous exertion of it was more neceſſary 
than now, when we are not only threatened 
with an invaſion of our rights and properties, 
by an infuriate and malicious enemy from 
abroad, but have dangers not leſs imminent 
to guard againſt from traitors, and conſpira- 
tors amongſt ourſelves; who are ſecretly 


plodding 
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plodding to ſap, and overthrow our moſt 


excellent conſtitution, and to introduce a 


general anarchy, and confuſion amongſt us. 


But yet; after all that can be ſpoken in 
behalf of the military life, as a lawful or 
honorable ſervice, ſtill it will ſuffer in the 
eſteem of many people, through the ill 
practices, and wicked behaviour of thoſe that 
are engaged in it. The ſober part of man- 
kind muſt entertain dreadful apprehenſions 
of it, and be fearful of their relations and 
friends entering into it, if once they are in- 
duced by the wicked practices of the regulars | 
(as they are called), to think, that the 
notorious vices of ſwearing, drunkenneſs, 
lewdneſs, and many more abominable fins, 
are habitual to the army ; and will perhaps 
conclude, that to be a ſoldier, is to be in the 


ready road to ruin and deſtruction. 


„ 

To prove that this is not neceſſarily the 
caſe, permit me, in the firſt place, to ſet 
before you the pattern of the worthy ſoldier 
Cornelius; and then to contraſt it with the 
conduct and behaviour of too many in the 
army, which may operate as an antidote to 
the poiſon their example may inſtil into the 


minds of our young and patriotic corps. 
To begin with the firſt: 


Cornelius was a Gentile, a ſubject of the 
Roman Empire, a captain of a company of 
ſoldiers, and ſtationed in Cæſarea, the chief 
reſidence of the Roman governors of Judea, 
to keep the Jews in ſubjection, who were 
become tributary to the Romans. However, 
though by birth a heathen, and by profeſſion 
a ſoldier, yet he was & proſelyte, and wor- 
ſhipped the God of Iſrael only. The ſacred 
hiſtorian ſpeaks much in his commendation, 
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and ſays, that © he was a devout man; one 
that feared God ; which gave much alms to 
the people ; and prayed to God alway.” 


Each of theſe amiable, and divine quali- 


ties deſerve our particular conſideration. 


1ſt, Cornelius was a devout man. And 
here ſome may be apt to take up the taunt- 
ing queſtion of old, and ſay Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth? Can 
devotion lodge in the breaſt of a ſoldier ? Or 
the bloody trade of war yield faithful ſervants 
to the God of peace % Yes: Cornelius has 
given us an example, that all this is eaſy to 
be done. Nor has any change of time, place, 
or cuſtoms rendered religion more difficult 
to be practiſed by a modern ſoldier. For 
does @ military life of itſelf unfit people for 
devotion? Are they obliged to be vicious, 
becaule they bear arms? Muſt they forſake 
Chriſt's banner, and forget that they are his 


ſoldiers, 


<8) 

ſoldiers, as ſoon as they enliſt themſelves in 
the king's ſervice, and muſter under his 
colours ? Surely, no: nor will they make 
this their practice who tread in the ſteps of 
our good Centurion. He was a devout man; 
and, as ſuch, we may conclude, free from 
preſumptuous ins. 


2nd. Cornelius feared God. From his pro- 
. motion it may be ſuppoſed with ſome pro- 
Ss | bability, that he was a man of courage ; ex- 
i pert in the art of war; and had raiſed him- 
- ſelf to this. poſt in the army by his heroic 
actions; and yet his undauntedneſs and {kill 
in military matters did not ſet him above the 
fear of God, nor his courage as a warrior 
overſhoot his meekneſs as a good man : 
which ſhews that a brave, and a humble ſpirit 
may dwell in the ſame breaſt. And indeed 
true courage is founded in humility and the 
fear of God; and no perſon is /e/s timorous, 


than the devout humble man, agreeable to 


the 
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the remark of the wiſe man . The righteous 
are bold as a lion.” Cornelius feared God, 
and therefore had nothing elſe to fear. 
Though ten thouſands of the people ſhould 
have ſet themſelves againſt him round about, 
and though there had roſe up war againſt 
him,” yet his truſt in God would have kept 
him undaunted and undiſmayed; © for who, 
or what can harm the man, that is a follower 
of that which is good ?” He had learnt from 
the ſacred records of the Jewiſh wars, that 
ſucceſs in battle did not ſo much depend 
upon the number and ſtrength of armies, as 
upon the aſſiſtance, and influence of the 
Lord of Hoſts. Upon this, as well as all 
other accounts, © he feared God 8 preſum- 
ing wiſely, that this was the ſure, and only 
way to be victorious in battle. 


IZrd. Cornelius gave much alms to the 
people. On this good trait in his character, 
1 ſhall merely obſerve, that it is a lecture to 

e c "ne 
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the ſoldier on ceconomy, and good manage - 
ment. For in order to do, as he did, it was 
neceſſary that he ſhould be frugal in his ex- 


pences, and no ſquanderer of his money in 


gaming, drunkenneſs, or any other de- 


bauchery. For if theſe had been his practices 


he might not have had enough to ſupport 
himſelf or his family; and much leſs for the 
charitable relief of perſons in need, or diſ- 


treſs. 


His laſt excellence, mentioned in the text, 


is that he prayed to God always.“ 


1 Prayer is a duty we all owe to God; and 


the morning and evening oblation thereof is 


no leſs expected from the camp, than from 
the altar. No profeſſion is an excuſe, or 


will ſerve as a reaſonable pretence for inde- 
votion. The king, the nobleman, the gen- 


tleman, the tradeſman, the day labourer, 


and the ſoldier, ought to bend their knees to 
. God; 
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God; to ſupplicate his mercy; to petition 
for his grace; and to offer up praiſe and 
thankſgiving every day they live. And of 
this practice our gracious ſovereign, like the 
devout Cornelius, is a conſtant example. 
Would to God that more of his ſubjects of 
every denomination would follow it! 


Cornelius was in one of thoſe bleſſed 
tempers praying unto God, when a © ſhining | 
meſſenger” was ſent unto him with good 
tidings, from Heaven, as we read in the 


Chapter from whence the text is taken, He 


thought it no diſparagement to his honorable 
office to fall on his knees before the foot- 


ſtool of divine grace,” nor any reflection on 


his military pomp to acknowledge himſelf a 


% miſerable ſinner.” Tell me now whether 
you do not think Cornelius was a worthy 
man, and highly deſerving of your ſtricteſt 
imitation? Whether you do not approve of 


the regular life of this pious warrior, and 
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with to live like him? If ſo, do not take a 
contrary part, and make your practice the 


reverſe of hrs. 


And this brings me (2dly) to the contraſt 
I ſpoke of; to ſhew how unlike to this pat- 
tern the conduct and behaviour of too many 
in the army is—a ſubject which I introduce, 
as the Spartans did a drunkard amongſt their 
children, that they might ſee the deformity 
of the vice, and avoid it with the more dit 
guſt and deteſtation, 


Cornelius our od ſoldier was a devout 
man, and one that feared God. But where 
ſhall we find a modern one of this religious 
diſpoſition, that fears, and trembles at the ; 
| majeſty of the great God? Not many, I 
doubt, will be found ſo well diſpoſed ! For 
8 not to enumerate all the inſtances of piety - 
i and devotion, in which they are groſsly, and 
wholly defective, I will mention but a few. 
And 
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And firſt, in point of ſobriety, What 
ſtrangers are too many of them to a ſober 
temperate way of life? How frequently do 
they, through exceſs of liquor, reel to and 


fro, and ſtagger, and are at their wits end ? 
How inſatiable is their thirſt after drink, as 
if the gratification of that appetite, in com- 
mon to them with brutes, was a joy unſpeak- 
able, and full of comfort. Again, their of- 
fences in point of chaſtity are too ſcandalous 
and notorious to be denied. Like lawleſs 
Sheckem (34 Gen. xxxi.) they ſeize upon 
unſtable women, and deal with them as 
harlots.” Or if theſe withſtand their im- 
portunities, they become an eaſy prey to 
thoſe abandoned wretches, who © ſpread their 
nets in every ſtreet, and decoy, and ruin all 


ſuch as have not grace and reſolution to flee 


from their enchantments. This is too ma- 
nifeſt from the numerous, and melancholy 
inſtances of putrified bodies, and rotten bones 
amongſt them. 

Paſs 
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Paſs we on to another inſtance of irre- 
; ligion, in which they act quite contrary to 
the devout Cornelius. Of him is this gra- 
cious report, © he feared God.” But do 7hey 


| Li fear him? do they reverence his holy name 
10 : Gy. | Fig 
I" and laws. It is but too ſad a truth, they do 
Mi not: they have not the fear of God before 


bi their eyes; but wax bold in wickedneſs, and 


| courageous in vice. With great ſwelling 
H words they bid defiance to the Almighty, and. 
0 continually &« blaſpheme that holy name by 
b which they are called.“ 15 

| Once more, and I put an end to thoſe un- 
ht pleaſing compariſons. © Cornelius prayed 
li to God always.” But ſhall we find this 
| | practice amongſt them? On the contrary, 
W | curſing and ſwearing ſeems in general to 
| have taken place of it. Moſt of them, I 
| | Ws | paſs away days, months, and years, 
|| without bending their knees to the God that 
1 made them; the Saviour that redeemed 


them; 
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them; or to che 5 Ghoſt, who alone can 
ſanctify their ſouls, and fit them for Heaven. 
For had they any notion of piety or religion, 


would our cars be ſo often ſtunned with that 
horrible din of blaſphemy, or ſhocked with 
thoſe dreadful oaths, and ungodly ſpeeches, 
which continually | proceed out of their 
mouths? Do they imagine that to curſe, and 
to ſwear is a military accompliſhment ; that 
it adds grace to their ſpeech or manlineſs to 
their looks? and reſembles the roaring of a 
lion, and makes their preſence terrible ? 
How much are they miſtaken ! for no wiſe 
and good man will look upon a {wearer as a 
hero; or account him a courageous. perſon, 
| becauſe he is a profane, and wicked one. 
But in nothing do they ſhew their utter con- 

tempt of religion more, than in this, that, 
after having been marched with much mili- 
_ tary parade to Church of a Sunday, no ſooner 
| have they entered it at one door, than, if 
on 


Paſs we on to another inſtance of irre- 
gion, in which they act quite contrary to 


and laws. 


pleaſing compariſons. 
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the devout Cornelius. Of him is this gra- 


cious report, © he feared God. But do they 
fear him? do they reverence his holy name 


It is but too ſad a truth, they do 
not : they have not the fear of God before 


their eyes ; but wax bold in wickedneſs, and 


courageous in vice. With great ſwelling 
words they bid defiance to the Almighty, and 
continually << blaſpheme that holy name by 
which they are called.” : 


Once more, and I put an end to thoſe un- 
„Cornelius prayed 


to God always.” But ſhall we find this 


practice amongſt them? On the contrary, 


curſing and ſwearing ſeems in general to 


have taken place of it. Moſt of them, I 


fear, paſs away days, months, and years, 


without bending their knees to the God that 
the Saviour that redeemed 
them; 


made them; 
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them ; or to the V; Ghoſt, who alone can 
ſanctify their ſouls, and fit them for Heaven. 
For had they any notion of piety or religion, 


would our cars be ſo often ſtunned with that 
horrible din of blaſphemy, or ſhocked with 
thoſe dreadful oaths, and ungodly ſpeeches, 
which continually proceed out of their 
mouths? Do they imagine that to curſe, and 
to ſwear is a military accompliſhment ; that 
it adds grace to their ſpeech or manlineſs to 
their looks? and reſembles the roaring of a 
lion, and makes their preſence terrible ? 
How much are they miſtaken ! for no wiſe 
and good man will look upon a ſwearer as a 
hero; or account him a courageous perſon, 
̃ becauſe he is a profane, and wicked one. 
But in nothing do they ſhew their utter con- 
tempt of religion more, than in this, that, 
after having been marched with much mili- 
_ tary parade to Church of a Sunday, no ſooner 
. they entered it at one door, than, if 
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they can make good their retreat, they walk 
out of it at another. 

After all, I am willing to hope that they 
do not commit thoſe ſins out of defiance to 
God and religion, nor with a defign to ſhew 
how profane and impious they dare to be, 
(theſe would be dreadful aggravations of 5 
their crimes indeed); but I rather think that 
they run into them through the influence of 
bad examples, the want of conſideration, the a 
indulgence of their luſts, and paſſions, and | 
the power evil habits have gotten over | 


them, 


Againſt all theſe, my brethren, let me 
moſt earneſtly caution you: but while I do | 
this, and entreat you by no means to follow 
their example in any of their evi! courſes, | 
permit me however to recommend to your 
particular imitation one part of their conduct; 


which 


b 
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which is, their obedience to their officers, 


and their zeal and unanimity in the exe- 


eution of their duty. I would not pay you ſo 
bad a compliment as to ſuppoſe, you engaged 
in this ſervice merely as a paſtime and play- 
thing, but with a reſolution of exerting your- 
ſelves in defence of your country ſhould oc- 
caſion require it, which you could not do 
without accuſtoming yourſelves to due ſub- 
ordination and friendly union. Let the 
colours now preſented to you, be the band of 
this union and the badge of that obedience ; 
let them be the central point, around which 
you are all to rally; and as often as you ſee 
them, let them bring to your remembrance 
the military merit, and example of the noble 
giver; who, though poſſeſſed of a princely 
fortune, did not think himſelf juſtifiable, in 
ſpending his time at home in inglorious ſafety 
and indolence ; but, when his country called 
him, with alacrity obeyed the ſummons; and 


_ reſigned 
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reſigned his friends, and all the luxuries of 
—— domeſtie enjoyment, to encounter all the 
fatigue, the hardſhips, the difficulties, and 
imminent dangers of a foreign war, 


8 


FINIS. 


